Complete letter from Greg Krueger about Jo’s work with social studies preservice students: 

"Each term as I plan my syllabus and course experiences for adult students taking Elementary Social Studies Methods and Materials, I begin with scheduling Jo Montie as an essential community expert to present her depth of materials and methods for developing and delivering useful and relevant social studies curriculum.

The framework she so beautifully constructs for learners is grounded in the usefulness and relevancy of teaching social justice and peace. An added bonus is that the tools she presents students with for this teaching is based in high quality literature. She is able to do this while understanding the pressures and demands of standards based curriculum systems.

Jo nurtures student’s discovery that teaching for social justice is completely compatible, complimentary and honorable of the social studies disciplines. She helps students to think about history, geography, economics and civics in ways that will help them and their students become critical thinkers and curious investigators. When she shares the many volumes of high quality children’s literature with students they learn to recognize that there are real, relevant stories that are often overlooked or ignored in traditional social studies curriculum.

The children’s books she has collected (including many books that have received the Jane Addams Children’s Book Award as well as other excellent books) present students with options for discussing issues of inequity, oppression, historical misrepresentations, conflict resolution and others that nurture social competence, sensitivity and political action.

One of the reasons my students respond so positively to Jo’s presentation is that she sees and treats students as co-creators of their experience. Indeed, students are active and participatory in the experience that Jo brings to our class. Students are thinking and doing. It’s hard for me to imagine preservice education students being fully prepared to consider their social studies curriculum and instruction without considering the usefulness and relevancy of the many possibilities Jo Montie brings to these future educators.

Indeed, Jo Montie brings a passion and commitment to teaching for social justice that infects her audience and allows me to remain hopeful that as educators we have the potential and possibility to affect our students lives in purposeful and meaningful ways."

Greg Krueger

Assistant Professor of Education, Augsburg College, Minneapolis

Former Minneapolis Kindergarten Teacher of 30 years
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